(A member of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church)

Barbee Memorial Presbyterian Church

Interesting Facts about Pastor Adel and Lynne:
I was born in Cairo, Egypt to Christian parents, who immigrated to Denver, CO when I was 5. My name
means Justice (Adel) pertaining to the Trinity(Thalos). As a child, I grew up going to the Presbyterian
Church (the nearest church to our apartment where we first lived) and to the Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox
church. When I was 15, I gave my life to Christ at a Youth Retreat, and sensed a call to ministry, but I was
not yet ready to acknowledge that calling. Just like many young people, I faced a crisis of faith during my
college years, attending a secular engineering school (Colorado School of Mines). But God would not let
me go. God providentially brought me together with a former mentor who was on sabbatical as a
missionary. Through his ministry to me, I began to acknowledge that God might have a purpose for me
among His people as a pastor. I soon matriculated at Denver Seminary, while joining the Youth ministry
leadership team, and eventually leading the Middle School ministry. In 1991 I met my wife Lynne and we
were married in October of 1992. She is an extremely gifted woman and partner in ministry with degrees
in Pharmacy, Journalism and an MA in Christian Counseling from Denver Seminary. We will be celebrating
our 28 year anniversary in October, and the Lord has blessed us with three wonderful sons, Abraham (26),
Isaac (25), and Jacob (23).
I served as pastor of a non-denominational church in Wichita, Kansas for two years before the Lord led me
to accept an internship with Eastminster Presbyterian Church in Wichita, where I pastored a large (180
member) Singles group, while also serving as adjunct professor, teaching Old and New Testament courses
at Butler County College and at Friends University. In September of 2005, the Lord led me to a call as
associate pastor at Presbyterian Church of the Redeemer in Snellville, GA. Several years later in 2011, after
leaving the PCUSA, the Lord led me to become pastor at an Evangelical Presbyterian Church in a suburb
(Hixson) of Chattanooga, TN. After serving there for over 6 years, I knew that the Lord had other things in
mind for me. My experience with multiple churches awakened me to the need to assist congregations
during times of transition between pastors. Sadly, a majority of congregations in America are going
through decline, and thousands close their doors every year. Most pastors are not equipped to assist
churches in this stage and therefore when they are called to serve, they struggle for many years. Each
church or ministry to which the Lord had previously called me were experiencing these sorts of declines for
multiple reasons, and I learned much in helping them in renewal and revitalization. After I did some further
training in transitional revitalization ministry, I began to serve in that role, and have been encouraged to
see the Lord work in transitional periods in strengthening congregations in preparation for calling a
permanent pastor.
My wife Lynne and I are truly excited to work with each of you at Barbee during this challenging, yet
exhilarating time in the life of this church. I believe that the Lord has called each and every one of us here
“at such a time as this” for the purpose of renewal. We are eager to pray and work with each of you as we
seek the Holy Spirit’s empowerment and guidance in reaching our community with the Gospel and living
into the Vision and Great Commission that He is giving us.
Pastor Adel Thalos
703 Pierson Street
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
adelthalos@gmail.com
(423) 760-5292
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Scripture of the Month:
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.” Jeremiah 29:12

Change of Address:
As you know, Jackson Houston has left for college. His new address is: 719A Dietrich Hall, Northwest Missouri State
University, Maryville, MO 64468.
Kent and Ellie Wood will be moving the first part of September. Their new address will be: Benton House of Staley Hills,
11071 North Woodland Avenue., Room #216, Kansas City, MO 64155.

Hospitalizations:
Cheryl Faulkner
Carol Nolting

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to Beth and Earl Humphreys, for the death of Beth’s aunt, Peggy Berger of Lincoln, Nebraska.
Peggy went to be with the Lord on July 23rd. She was 94 years old and the last one remaining among Beth’s many aunts and
uncles. Beth and Earl did not attend the service due to COVID concerns.
Our sympathy is extended to Lori and Charlie Shockley and family, for the death of Lori’s father, Loren McConnell of
Hutchinson, Kansas. Mr. McConnell went to be with the Lord on August 25 at the age of 79. His funeral was on August 27.

Thank You:
Dear Barbee Church Family: I want to thank you so much for the beautiful fresh flower bouquet I received today. I was
touched by the thoughtfulness! My time as moderator of the Session has been a learning experience and a blessing. My
hope is that the prayers and decisions made by the Session were the best possible for our church family.
Sharon Senger
Thank you to my church family for the prayers, cards, and phone calls received during my recent hospital stay.
Carol Nolting
I would like to thank my Barbee family for their prayers and expressed concern during my surgery back in late July. I really
appreciated the beautiful cards and yummy meals that assisted me in my recovery. I am SO BLESSED! Thank you.
In Him, Grace Harriger
The Salvation Army would like to extend a BIG thank you to all of the members that donated school supplies and backpacks
to those children in need. God bless you.

Thank You to Cheryl Faulkner:
Early in the worship service on Sunday, August 23rd, Ruling Elder, Sharon Senger, presented
Cheryl Faulkner a card and gift of appreciation from the session for all she had done as the
past Clerk of Session. Cheryl had been asked by Pastor Dan Clark to stay on as Clerk of Session
after her term expired to help with the transition to a new pastor. Cheryl worked tirelessly to
help with decisions on reopening the church during COVID-19, helping with videoing the
sermons made by Peter Lindstrom, writing articles for the Banner, and helping with many
other tasks above and beyond the usual expectations of a Clerk of Session. We all appreciate
her willingness to go the extra mile to help us through the past seven months.
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Sermon Series:
During the month of August, Pastor Adel began a series on prayer for each Sunday. Guiding us through scripture and
experiences, he has encouraged the congregation to pray for each other and for Barbee Church.
The series on prayer will last for a total of eight weeks.

8:02 Break Through Prayer:
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Since Pastor Adel is preaching a series of sermons on prayer, it seemed like a good time to start “Break Through
Prayer”. Since our journey of transition and revitalization for this church began with Pastor Adel’s coming on
August 2nd (08-02-2020), it seems like a good time that is easy to remember is 8:02. Let’s take a minute at 8:02
morning or evening (or both) to breathe a short prayer asking God to lead us to help our church and our community.
Think what a difference that can make!! If you glance at the clock and see 8:02 or near 8:02, please pray. If you are
the type of person who sets an alarm on your phone or a chime on your Apple watch, please set it for 8:02 morning
or evening as a reminder to exercise your privilege to pray.
Let’s see what our combined prayers can do this year!!
Sharon Senger

Ministry Team Updates:
MISSIONS:
The Barbee Mission Ministry will start meeting again in September! (Please join us with your mask. Social distancing will
be practiced.) Our September meeting will be Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 p.m. at the church.
Especially NOW during this pandemic when most of us are just weary from everything we’ve been through! We need
you!
Obviously our environments have changed; some of our old outreach methods are not going to work. Please come share
your ideas and passion to share God’s grace with others.
Galatians 6:9-10 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.
as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
Grace Harriger
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So then,

Good Samaritan Pantry: September’s designated collection item is protein. This includes peanut butter, tuna, salmon,
beans and nuts.

MUSIC NOTES:
During the month of August we heard solo music from Jerry Summers, Debbie Lehmann, and myself singing and then
ringing handbells. I thank them for their efforts!
While other churches in Clay County and other area counties are now singing in worship, we are still being cautious by
whispering or reading words to hymns being played. This is not a perfect situation, but it is a way to help keep us healthy
and safe. Thank you for your help!
With the Covid-19 virus still among us, the start of our Chancel Choir rehearsals is up in the air. This is the first time I
have ever experienced such a questionable time in our church choirs. However, with the hope and anticipation that the
virus will be a thing of the past, I have books and CDs available for the annual Christmas cantata. Please stop by the Music
Room on Sunday morning and pick them up so you can be ready in case we get to share the message in the music!! Call me
if you have questions at 816-726-3117.
Women’s Choir members have been as faithful in attendance at rehearsals as possible and this will continue for a while.
Hopefully we will be able to enjoy hearing them sing this fall!
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Chapel Bells ended the “choir year” when the virus came along, having worked hard to prepare several selections for the
worship service. This choir year, Chapel Bells will start the year with masking and social distancing in the sanctuary
on Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30 p.m. Returning members, it would be appreciated if you could come about 6:15 p.m.
and help me get set up!!
If you are interested in ringing with us, please call me so I can meet before our rehearsal and “introduce” you to the
wonderful world of handbells.
Blessings,
Elaine Psalm 150

NOAH’S ARK CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL:
The Ministry team met on August 13th for the first time since March. It was so good to meet again. Carol and Chris
presented a “walk-through” of what a day will look like given all of the requirements for COVID. No one other than staff
will be allowed in the classrooms. The classrooms will be locked at the end of each day. If a mandatory shut-down of
schools should occur, the teachers are prepared for online classes.
There will be an Open House on September 8th, by appointment only, for the first time children so they can meet the
teachers and see their classrooms. Hopefully, this will make their first day easier. Pre-K and 5-Day will begin on
Wednesday, September 9th and Early will begin on Thursday, September 10th.
We would like to extend a HUGE thank you to the individuals who have donated monies for all of the extra supplies we
have had to purchase to meet the Clay County/CDC guidelines. It is greatly appreciated. God bless you.
We are very excited about our upcoming school year and can’t wait to meet all our new children and welcome back all
those precious ones from last year. Please continue to keep the Preschool in your prayers as we start our school year.
Carol A. Spencer

SMALL GROUPS:
Sadly, the S.N.A. (Saturday Night Alive) small group, which meets at the home of Jim and Elaine Vassmer, is unable to
start at this time due to COVID-19. They look forward to the time when they can gather. In the meantime, please take time
to pray for your small group members, leaders, and the entire Barbee family!
The other two small groups (C.O.O.L. C.S.I. and W.O.W.) will start up on Sunday, September 13th. Both groups gather at
9 a.m. C.O.O.L. S.C.I. meets in the church library and W.O.W. meets in the adult classroom. All groups welcome new
members. W.O.W. is for women.
Please wear your face mask and social distancing will be practiced.

WORSHIP:
I am sorry to say that I have really been off my game since COVID-19 hit us and closed our doors. I just went to work and
then home. Now I – we need to get back on track. I will be calling a meeting for the Worship team on Tuesday, September
8th at 6:30 p.m. Right now we are pretty set in how our services will be held according to the county protocol. But we need
to plan for changes, hopefully for the better. May the Lord be with us as we go forward.
Diane Greenwood, Co-Moderator
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SESSION:
Barbee Memorial Presbyterian Church
Adult Classroom, August 17, 2020 @ 6:30pm
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Sue Farrow

WHY GO TO CHURCH?
Not because a sermon is preached, although it can be helpful . . .
Not because good music is provided, though I am thrilled with its beauty . . .
Not because I have the habit, though I am thankful the church has given me many wonderful friends . . .
Not because I am afraid God will punish me if I am absent, though neglect of Church attendance brings
spiritual poverty . . .
Not because I agree with all the religious ideas and life habits of everyone who goes - - it’s impossible . . .
I GO TO CHURCH BECAUSE Jesus went, even when he could not agree with the Scribes of Pharisees, or the
congregation . . .
I GO BECAUSE something I have found and believed has changed my life, and continues to do so . . .
I GO TO CHURCH TO WORSHIP GOD!
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BARBEE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
501 Tiger Drive
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
(816) 630-3459

Sunday Services

Worship Service 10:45 AM
Contacts

Happy Birthdays!

PASTOR – Adel Thalos
adelthalos@gmail.com
(423) 760-5292

SEPTEMBER
Rick Lammert – 4
Jayne Cornish – 12
Jeff Chapman – 13
Kent Wood – 14

MUSIC DIRECTOR – Elaine Vassmer
qyrdir@yahoo.com
(816) 726-3117
ORGANIST – Debbie Lehmann
delouise54@yahoo.com
(847) 454-5586

Lynne Thalos – 15
Grace Harriger – 18
Paul Faulkner – 19
Marsha Copeland - 23

Anniversary Greetings!

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Carol Spencer
barbeepc@barbeepc.org
(816) 630-3459
PRESCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR – Carol Spencer
carolspencer52@gmail.com
(816) 392-8349

Mr. & Mrs. Emery Harriger – 5
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Edwards – 6
*Dr. & Mrs. Lee Felsburg – 18
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Taylor – 20
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Nunnelley – 30
*P.O. Box 354
Savannah, MO 64485

BUILDING & GROUNDS – Jeff Henson
skylarks-jtlh@sbcglobal.net
(816) 630-6431
CUSTODIAN – Teri Smith
tms8807@hotmail.com
(816) 572-8246
The Banner Deadline for October is September 24, 2020. Please help us prepare the Banner by sharing articles about
things happening at Barbee, recipes and other items of interest. Please put them in the Secretary’s box in the office. If
you would like to email your info, the email address is: barbeepc@barbeepc.org.
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