Dec. 2018

Barbee Memorial Presbyterian Church
(A member of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church)

Pastor’s Note:
If you are like me, Thanksgiving was an appropriate time to think about all the ways that
God has so generously blessed us. Scripture tells us, “Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows” (James 1:17). In other words, everything good comes from God. There is
not one thing we have in this life, no relationship, no material possession, no ministry
opportunity or job, that does not come to us by direct means of God’s goodness. Jesus
Himself knew this when He fed a crowd of 5,000 people (Matt. 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44;
Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15).
In many ways, Jesus feeding the 5,000 is the perfect Thanksgiving miracle. Despite all the
pressure from the hungry crowds, Jesus doesn’t crack. Before doing the job He came to do,
He stops everything that He is doing and prays. Though being fully God, one with the
Father in heaven, Jesus models for us what a posture of true gratitude looks like. When we
see Jesus taking time to pray and express gratitude, we know that we have also been called
to go and do likewise. We should stop and take time to thank God for the good things that
he has given us. If Jesus thought it was worth doing, we certainly should too. Think about
this for a moment. How different would your life look if it were lived with gratitude?
As much as we want to live lives of gratitude, sometimes it can be hard to cultivate in
ourselves. Here are a few practical steps if you desire to grow in gratitude and
thankfulness. First, slow down. Sometimes we live at too fast a pace. Try slowing down,
spending time in God’s word, and reflecting on all that He’s done for you. Just making
space to stop and reflect can make a big difference in our hearts. Secondly, stop the
comparisons. Sometimes we look around and see people who appear to be so much better
off than we are. God is the good provider. And just as He cares for the lilies of the field, He
will care for you and your neighbor. This doesn’t mean we get to have everything we want
in life (certainly not) but changing our posture towards God’s goodness in our lives will
begin us on the path towards a changed heart. Thirdly, if you want to be a grateful person,
be generous with what you already have.
I have found it helpful to focus less on what other people are doing for you, giving you,
or helping you with, and instead, focusing my energy on the ways I can be the hands and
feet of Jesus in their lives. I have slowly come to realize that at the end of the day, nothing
we have now really belongs to us anyways. We are called to be stewards of what God has
given us.
As you prayerfully consider your 2019 tithe that supports the ministries of our church,
consider practicing an attitude of gratitude by remaining in the freedom to live radically
generous, self-sacrificing lives. Like Jesus.
Blessings, Dan
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Scripture of the Month:
"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
Isaiah 7:14

Nursery Schedule:
December 2 – Joan Edwards
December 9 – Teri Smith
December 16 – Jennifer Simpson
December 23 – Deb Napier
December 24 –
December 30 – Cheryl Faulkner

Church Attendance:
Active Membership as of 12/31/17: 100
Total
Date
Attendance % of Active Members Attending
Nov. 4
91
61
Nov. 11
115
72
Nov. 18
82
59
Nov. 25
Church cancelled due to weather

Hospitalizations:
Ron Lewis
Eddy Barrera
Allen Foster
Sharon Foster

Thank You:
Thank you to everyone who planned, set up, took down, cooked, cleaned, invited and fed those who stayed for the
Veteran’s Day meal. It was amazing and it certainly took an “army” to get it all done!
Elaine Vassmer
I want to thank the hardworking, dedicated members of the Vision Team. All five, Pastor Dan Clark, Cheryl Faulkner,
Beth Humphreys, Teri Smith, and Carol Spencer, devoted countless hours over nearly two years to prayer, study, meetings,
and writing to steer Barbee in a unified, God-led direction. Thank you!! What an exceptional effort!
Linda McCollum
Judy and I would like to thank the Barbee congregation of their generous gift during Pastor Appreciation month that has
greatly blessed us. You surprised us and touched us deeply. We appreciate each of you as well.
Thank you, Judy and Dan
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Birth Announcement:
Shari Galey announces the birth of their grandson, Miles Allen, born on November 5th,
weighing in at 7 lbs, 4 oz. and 19 inches long. His proud parents are Leo (Buddy) and Mary.
Miles joins big brother, Quint.

Baby Shower and Birth Announcement:

Congratulations to Ashley and Stevendjy St. Julien on the birth of their baby girl, Jolina Romina on Sunday, November 11th.
Jolina weighed 6 lbs. 8 oz. and was 19 inches. All are doing well.

Pastor Appreciation:
During Pastor Appreciation Month in October and while the Pastor was away (on much deserved vacation), the
congregation was encouraged to give money toward a gift for Pastor Dan and Judy, and give they did. Representing the
Barbee congregation during the worship service on Sunday, November 4th, Beth Humphreys and Linda Chapman presented
Pastor Dan and Judy with a card and a love offering from the congregation to show their appreciation for everything the two
do for the church.

Veteran’s Day Service, November 11:
The service on November 11 was a celebration of our Veterans and our country. During the service, 10 Men's Choir
members sang “The Star-Spangled Banner and Chapel Bells rang Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”/”Onward Christian Soldiers”
with accompaniment from Debbie Lehmann on the organ. Sixteen Veterans came forward to be recognized and receive a
special pin to thank them for their service. Opal Fields, representing the local Veteran's support group, gave the only World
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War II veteran, Dan Fuller, prayer blanket made by women of First United Methodist Church. Mr. Fuller was a member of
the First Airborne when serving.
Pastor Dan shared a beautiful message which included many statistics of the two World Wars, and the story of the
poppies.
Following the worship service, congregants followed Drew Summers who carried a flag that had been flown over the
Capital Building on Sept. 11, 2018. When everyone was outside, Jerry Summers led a short service to dedicate the new
flagpole. Logan Bown from ESHS played “The Star-Spangled Banner” then the flag was hoisted on the new pole by members
of Troop 313 for the first time. The congregation recited the Pledge of Allegiance together. It was a lovely, memorable
service for everyone attending.
Then following the flagpole dedication, many made their way down to a lovely meal in the fellowship hall. Tables were
decorated with patriotic items which were enjoyed by the approximately 70 people who stayed for the delicious pasta
meal.

Men’s Annual Christmas Dinner
The Men’s Annual Christmas dinner (choice of ham or turkey) with all the trimmings, will be held Sunday evening,
December 2 at 5:00 p.m. The price of the meal is $10 with children under 12 free. Please pay Jon Deere for the meal.

“Open Hearts in Bethlehem” Play:
You are invited to the play, “Open Hearts in Bethlehem”, on Thursday and Friday, December 6 and 7 at 7:00 p.m. This
play is filled with beautiful music and the traditional story of Christmas with a few new learned twists.
The play is for all, so invite a friend to attend, too.
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“Good News from Home”
Chancel Choir will present the cantata, “Good News from Home” on Sunday, December 16 during the worship service.
The beautiful music combines traditional with contemporary to tell the Christmas story of Jesus’ birth and His love for us.
The voices of the choir will be combined with the accompaniment of Debbie Lehmann and the narration by Jennifer
Simpson.
Join us for this musical service of “Good News from Home” arranged by Russell Mauldin, and invite a friend.

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service”
Join us Tuesday evening, December 24 for our annual Christmas Eve service at 5:30 p.m. The service will be filled with
music, scripture and candlelight. Please bring friends along for this wonderful service.

Do You Feel It?:
You may be feeling the Advent Season nearing. You probably feel the cold of winter intruding on what has been a
beautiful autumn. Maybe you are suﬀering with a cold or aches and pains in general. But, do you feel IT. We hope you feel
IT. We want you to experience IT. We want you to rejoice in IT!
So, what is the IT we are feeling?? IT is the rejuvenation, the renewing of interest and involvement, and the growing
LOVE and FAITH at Barbee. If you are not yet feeling the “shift” that is occurring, put an ear to the ground, take a closer
look, take the pulse of the Barbee heart. Hear the chatter and watch the hugs, smiles, and hearty handshakes occurring
each Sunday.
Barbee has entered a new era - a busier, more active, warmer one. Remember the Chera dinner and the Veteran’s Day
service? How about the excitement for the birth of the Saint Juliens’ Baby Jolina. Have you noticed new faces in Sunday
worship? Have you heard tell of the plans for new signage and a welcome desk in the narthex to better greet and inform
guests? Are you aware our teens and teen leaders have joined forces with the teens and leaders at the Nazarene church to
create a more active youth group? Our small groups are facilitating learning and fellowship weekly. Ask someone about the
small groups. You will ﬁnd a place in one that will be a perfect ﬁt for you.
IT is all around you. We don’t want you to just know about IT. We want you to live in IT. We want you to feel the joy of
being part of IT. No matter how many changes take place or how much excitement builds, we need YOU to make IT
complete.

Recipe of the Month: Easy Cobbler (Anne Mayes)
Preheat oven at 375 degrees
Melt ½ cup butter in a 9x13 cake pan
Mix together:
1 cup flour
1 cup sugar
3 tsp. baking powder
1 cup milk
Dash of salt

Directions: Pour batter over melted butter. Add a large can of
sliced peaches, drained (or pie-filling of choice) on top of batter.
Sprinkle with sugar and cinnamon. Bake @ 375 degrees for 45
minutes. Top with vanilla ice cream, if desired.

Great picture of Bruin Chapman
taken by Sharon Senger.
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Ministry Team Updates:
CHILDREN’S C.E. TEAM:
The Children’s CE team met at the church on Tuesday, November 20th at 5:30. The group discussed and completed the CE
team’s 2019 annual budget, which needed to be given to church treasurer Carol Nolting no later than November 29th. The
CE team began discussing possible short term vision ideas and short term goals, relying on the Vision Team’s blueprint as a
guide. There was much excitement as the CE team considered the possibilities and look forward to all of the Barbee
ministry teams pulling together toward Barbee’s long term vision, “Growing in spiritual maturity to spread the Good News
of the Gospel into the brokenness of the world.” There will not be a CE team meeting in December, but will have our next
meeting on Wednesday, January 9th at 5:30 at the church.

JOY WOMEN ACTIVITIES:
JOY Bible Study: Due to inclement weather, the JOY Circle did not meet in November. JOY Circle is also not scheduled to
meet in December. Elaine Vassmer’s Christmas Brunch on Saturday, December 1st at 10:00 will replace our Circle meeting
for the month of December. Our next JOY meeting will be Monday, January 14th at 10:00 at the church. We will study
Lesson 10: “God Calls us to Obedience.” Contact Carol Spencer (carolspencer52@gmail.com) if you need a copy of the
lesson.
JOY “Lunch Bunch”: Ten Barbee women enjoyed a time of relaxation and fellowship at 12:00 on Thursday, November
15th at the “Opportunity Café” Each chair at the large table was filled, and laughter and conversation filled the room. Over
the past 2 years, more than 25 Barbee women and their friends have joined in the “Lunch Bunch” experience at least one
time. We invite YOU to come join us, too! You can come just for the companionship….it isn’t necessary for you to buy any
food or drink. Although, the prices are reasonable and the food is very good! Please note: There will be no “Lunch Bunch”
in December. Elaine Vassmer will generously open her home on Saturday, December 1st at 10:00 for her annual Christmas
Brunch. The “Lunch Bunch” will meet next at 12:00 on Thursday, January 17th at the “Opportunity Café.” Drop in, stay as
long as you like!

LOVIN’ FROM THE OVEN:
A faithful few invested a couple hours of time and energy one Saturday morning in November in order to fill our church
freezer with delicious food. After Val Linnenburger did the lion’s share of work in her home, her “crew” prepared over 80
containers with homemade soups and meals.
As always these meals are available for church family and friends as needed. If you know of someone who would
benefit from a few healthy frozen meals, don’t hesitate to share some of this bounty! They have been made with love and
the hope that someone who is dealing with illness, recent hospitalization or physical difficulty might benefit from some
prepared food. There’s a sign-out sheet on the church freezer for your convenience.
Judy Clark

MISSION HAPPENINGS:
The Mission Ministry team would like to thank the congregation for all their support and contributions this year. We saw
a huge increase in our contributions to the Good Samaritan Center this year alone. With your help we were able to bless
more of those in need within our own community. Thank you! As 2019 approaches, we welcome your suggestions and
feedback as we align our team’s goals and vision with God’s calling.
We wish you and your family a very blessed holiday season!
The Mission team will NOT meet in December. Our next meeting is January 8th, 2019 at 7 p.m.
Good Samaritan Food Pantry Collection:
December collection: Diapers and tissues.
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MUSIC NOTES:
Chancel Choir is the main staple of our music program, leading the service through the anthems sung. It is always a
pleasure to have them sing.
Men's Choir did a terrific job singing “The Star-Spangled Banner” during the service on Veteran's Day. Four-part harmony
in a men's choir is always special. Veteran's Day was a special day for the bells to ring “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” and
“Onward Christian Soldiers” with Debbie playing the organ. It was spectacular.
As always, we want to say our “thanks” to everyone who moved chairs, set up tables, took down and carried the cases to
and from the Music Room, folded tablecloths, etc. We could not ring without your help! From now on, we would like to
wait until the Postlude is over to receive help from our awesome volunteers so we are not a distraction.
The music during the December worship services will be filled with beautiful music! Chancel Choir will present the
beautiful cantata, “Good News from Home”, on December 16. We hope you will attend!
Blessings for a wonderful Christmas, Elaine

NOAH’S ARK CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL:
The month of November presented many blessings in Noah’s Ark! The teachers continue to be amazed by the progress
the children are making already. By the first of the month there were already 8 Pre-K students able to write their first and
last names and almost all of our Early students can recognize their names in print. The children are recognizing letters,
sounds, colors and numbers. They are able to retell the Bible stories they hear in school each week.
We know, without a doubt, that God is continuing to sustain our preschool. We see evidence of his provision month
after month as He brings students to us and blesses our work.
The Bible story in Matthew 14:13-21 was the focus on November 16th when David McClaskey, dressed as Jesus, visited
our class and told the story to our children. Each child was given a small bag with “5 loaves and 2 fish” to take home so
they could share the story with their family.
Our Grandparent’s Feasts were held the Monday and Tuesday before Thanksgiving. The children helped prepare the
mashed potatoes and cookies for this special lunch. The centerpieces were made by them as well. Parents from the Pre-K
and Early classes helped organize, prepare, serve and clean-up this most delicious meal. The children presented a number
of their songs for all present. It was a lovely time of fellowship and fun!
Saturday, November 24th, just before the blizzard, Noah’s Ark had the opportunity to represent at the Lane of Lights.
Thanks to all who visited us that night. We saw a LOT of traffic. It was wonderful! At the end of the night, we had
collected $742! That total was split with the Excelsior Springs Christmas Committee. Our portion of the money will benefit
our This Little Light of Mine scholarship program.
As we enter into the last week of November we are starting to work on the letter “I”, the numbers 6, 7, and 8, the color
brown and the triangle shape.
December will begin preparation for the Pre-K Christmas program on December 15th at 2 p.m. All are welcome!
Throughout the month, there will be much holiday fun in the form of songs, games, making decorations and perhaps….a
visit from Santa during the Christmas parties!
After a two week holiday break, classes will resume January 7th. Noah’s Ark Christian Preschool will jump back into
learning, growing, singing, playing and working together. Keep those prayers coming and don’t forget our motto:
“Welcome to the Ark, where the SON shines every day!”
Judy Clark

Pictures on Page 8
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Children making cookies.

Grandparent’s Feast

Visit from Jesus

STEPHEN MINISTRY:
On Sunday, April 30, 2017 our church commissioned five Stephen Ministers. After over 50 hours of training which
included lectures, discussions, role playing, and extensive reading, they were presented to our congregation and asked if
they were prepared to nurture the skills they had learned and use them in service to others. They each answered, “Yes,
with the help of God.”
Your Stephen Ministers have indeed met all requested of them. They have used the skills they learned to serve
others, support, encourage, build up and comfort the needs of their Care Receivers. In a recent Stephen Ministry
Supervision meeting each of our Stephen Ministers shared that they had done these things with God’s help. More
importantly they shared that they had grown spiritually during this journey.
That same Sunday in April, 2017 when we asked our Stephen Ministers to make these commitments to our
congregation, we asked you to open your hearts to the Stephen Ministry and pray for our Stephen Ministers in order for
them to be effective servants of Christ. You were asked to accept their ministry when you needed help and to allow them
to work with you as you face struggles in your life that you might receive support and help from them. Your answer was
also, “Yes, with the help of God.”
With God’s help we will continue to grow our Stephen Ministry. We hope to continue to bless our congregation for
years to come with access to Stephen Ministers who are trained to listen, care, support, encourage, build up and comfort
others.
It is our hope that we will have additional Stephen Leaders trained and then another class of Stephen Leaders started
in the not too distant future.
Please continue to pray for our current Stephen Ministers and their Care Receivers. Pray, too, for future Stephen
Leaders and Ministers here at Barbee. And, pray for discernment as decisions are made regarding this vital ministry.
Perhaps YOU will be willing to assume this mantle of service with God’s help! We will look forward to hearing from you if
you are feeling led to serve in this way.
Judy Clark

SESSION:
MINUTES OF THE STATED MEETING OF THE SESSION
OF BARBEE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
November 19, 2018
The Session of Barbee Memorial held its Stated Meeting on November 19, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the Adult Classroom
of the church. Elders present: Laura Mayfield, Clark Pugh, Bill Spencer, Linda Chapman, Jim Vassmer, and Beth Humphreys.
Excused: Jerry Summers. A quorum was established. Also present: Dan Clark, Pastor and Carol Nolting, Treasurer. Clerk
of Session Cheryl Faulkner was absent due to health issues. Elder Beth Humphreys served as Clerk of Session pro tem for
the meeting.
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and opened with prayer by Pastor Dan Clark.

THE DECMBER 2018 BARBEE BANNER

“COME TO GOD, GROW IN GOD, GO WITH GOD”

Page 8

The Agenda was reviewed. An item was added under New Business: a written request from Margo Taylor for Barbee
to financially assist the wildfire victims in California. Motion to accept the changes to the Agenda was made by Laura
Mayfield and seconded by Linda Chapman. Motion passed.
Consent Agenda Items:
Clerk’s report
SS/Small Group*
Church
October 21
14/17
74
October 28
12/30
102
November 4
14/33
91
November 11
12/26
115

Minutes of Regular Session meeting October 22, 2018 approved by email vote on October 26. The minutes were
signed by the Moderator and Clerk of Session.
Ministry Team reports summarized:
Worship Ministry team met November 6, 2018, reviewing the Chera Dinna outcome and continued planning for the
Veteran’s Day salute and flagpole dedication. There will be no meeting in December.
Hospitality team met on November 5th and continued planning for a “Welcome Center”, welcome bags and church
signage.
Vision Ministry team report: Presented Vision for 2023 to the congregation on November 18, 2018.
Children’s CE Ministry meeting minutes: Planning continued for ongoing lesson topics as appropriate for age groups.
High School youth are planning on a Mission Trip to Eureka Springs in June of 2019.
Noah’s Ark Preschool team met on November 8, 2018. Plans for the Grandparent Feast, to be held November 19 and
th
20 , are a major focus at present. Lane of Lights fundraiser is slated for November 24th. The Christmas program is to be
held December 15th at 2 pm. There will be no December meeting.
Mission Ministry minutes: Plans underway for Fall and Spring fund raisers. Bpb Gerdes will follow up with the
Methodist church concerning prices of diapers for the December Good Samaritan collection. Next meeting will be January
8, 2019.
A motion to accept the consent agenda was made, seconded and passed.
Financial: Carol Nolting
Carol Nolting explained the Financial Report for October, highlighting some of the line items that were over or under
budget. Carol stated that the Safety Team will be listed as a line item under the category “Building and Grounds” in the
2019 budget. We had a net deficit for the month of October due to our investments, but have an $11,520.15 surplus for
the year. Carol stressed that each of the teams/committees at Barbee need to have their 2019 budgets to Carol no later
than November 29th. Carol urged every team/committee to be specific with their budget items. Barbee’s 2019 budget will
be presented to the Session at the December 17th Session Meeting. The 2019 Budget will then be presented to the
congregation at the Called Congregational Meeting on January 27th, 2019. Bill Spencer made the motion to accept the
Financial Report. Laura Mayfield seconded. Motion passed.
Unfinished Business:
Land appraisal information Pastor Dan reported that we are awaiting the survey results from M & M. The Session
cannot move forward until we receive this information.
New Business:
Remote Deposit Machine:
Carol Nolting presented to the Session the many advantages of Barbee having a Remote Deposit Machine, among
them: checks may be deposited as they are received, and deposits may be made in to multiple accounts. There is no cost
for the scanner as long as Barbee is a client of Bank Midwest. Carol proposed placing the Remote Deposit programs on 2
computers: Carol Nolting and Carol Spencer. Bill Spencer made the motion to get a Remote Deposit Machine. Linda
Chapman seconded. Motion carried.
Card Reader:
Carol Nolting presented information regarding a Card Reader, which would process both credit and debit cards. After
discussion, Session had a few questions which Carol is going to address with the Representative. The matter was tabled
until Carol is able to get further information.
Request for California wildfire assistance: Margo Taylor
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A letter was read from Margo Taylor, requesting that Barbee collect a Love Offering for the people in California who
have lost everything due to the wildfires. The Session had some logistical questions which Margo will need to address.
Session would also like the money to be designated for a specific EPC Presbyterian in the affected area. When Margo has
more information, she would be allowed to present a Minute for Mission to the congregation.
Pulpit Opportunities:
Pastor Dan will be away December 30th and January 6th. Will need someone to fill in.
Communion in January:
Pastor Dan will be gone January 6th. Bill Spencer made the motion to move Communion to January 13th. Linda
Chapman seconded. Motion carried.
Angel Army: Lani O’Dell
Pastor Dan reported distributing the 300+ “Christmas in July” toys to Lani O’Dell, leader of the “Angel Army.” Lani was
most appreciative of the toys.
Operation Christmas Child:
Laura Mayfield reported that 50 shoe boxes were filled and ready to ship to children in parts of the world who might
not have Christmas without this ministry. She also received monetary gifts to help pay for the shipping costs.
Presbytery Meeting report:
The Session thanked Bill and Carol Spencer for attending the recent Presbytery meeting in Hannibal, Missouri. The
meeting was held in a church that was built in 1834.
Facility Use Request: none
The next scheduled meeting is December 17, 2018
Bill Spencer made the motion to adjourn. Clark Pugh seconded. Motion passed.
Pastor Dan closed the meeting in prayer. 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Faulkner, Clerk of Session

TREASURER HUNT:
There is a chair in the sanctuary that does not have a communion cup holder. Be the first to tell Carol Spencer its’
location in the sanctuary and win a prize.
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BARBEE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
501 Tiger Drive
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024
(816) 630-3459

“YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT THE FRIENDLY CHURCH ON THE HILL”
Sunday Services

Children’s Sunday School & Young Believers 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
Contacts

Happy Birthdays!

PASTOR – Dan Clark
(816) 500-4668
dclark@barbeepc.org

DECEMBER

MUSIC DIRECTOR – Elaine Vassmer
qyrdir@yahoo.com
(816) 726-3117

Amanda Mayfield – 1
Brooke Chapman – 2
Susan Martin – 4
Patti Fields – 9
Jennifer Simpson – 10

Marianne Wendleton – 15
Chris McClaskey – 15
Sharon Senger – 28
Carol Nolting – 29
Bob Gerdes – 31

ORGANIST – Debbie Lehmann
delouise54@yahoo.com
(847) 454-5586
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Carol Spencer
(816) 630-3459
barbeepc@barbeepc.org

Anniversary Greetings!
Mr. & Mrs. James Kennedy – 27

PRESCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR – Carol Spencer
(816) 392-8349
noahsark@barbeepc.org
BUILDING & GROUNDS – Bill Spencer
(816) 392-8394
wmlspencer@gmail.com

The Banner Deadline for January is December 21, 2018. Please help us prepare the Banner by sharing articles about
things happening at Barbee, recipes and other items of interest. Please put them in the Secretary’s box in the office. If
you would like to email your info, the email address is: barbeepc@barbeepc.org.
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